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ily beg leave 

to preſent you with 
the following plain 
11. as a ſmall teſtimo- 
ny of my gratitude for many 
obligations. 


A2 That 


— 


** 


1 
2 


„ 


8 7 


—B: . CEE . ß 


RY 


* 


wy * 


3 CAS 


— x. Sos — 
r DC eee er IE I DIE. 2 - 
* . , . 
> 


— r 


{ DEDICATION. 
1 That your's, and your 
= ea lady's unafficted” piety; 
1 prudent zeal, and dilinte- 
reſted benevolence, may long 
continue ornamental to your 
3 country, and bleſſings to the 
3 church of Chriſt, is the hear- 
| ty prayer of, 


Sin, 
Tur much obilig, and | 


4 eee urge, 1 
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f 4 2 8 F Hl 1 — in vain.: All the 


aide of the material, as well as moral 
world concur, in carrying on the uniform 
deſign of the ſupreme author and upholder 


of all things; and amongſt the reſt that fly 


at his notice, and ſubmit to bis controul, 


flormy winds fulfil bis orl. 
This pſalm is a call upon all the crea- 


tures, according to their rank and capa- 
city, to praiſe the Lord: It begins with 
an exhortation to thoſe of the upper 


world; : in which re comprehended, not 
4 B 1 only 
[+ 3 


HERE. are indelible Sacks 
of the eternal wiſdom and 
power of a Deity ſtamp'd 
upon all the creation: The 
:Godof nature and grace does 
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2 "A Serman-i in Commenuration | | | 
only the heavenly hoſts of faints and an- 


7 


els, thoſe — of his that do bis plla- 


ſure, whoſe conſtant buſineſs it is to 80 


brate him; but alſo thoſe of the firma 
we-behold, the fun-and-moon,-and-atl 


glittering ſtars of light, that declare bis 
| glory *. * 


hen the int pired writer mentions thoſe 
of this lower world, whether in the air 
about us, or the earth on which we dwell, 
both rational and inanimate; each of whom, N 


in their ſeveral ſtations and degrees of be- 
ing, declare his excellency, and all unite 


in an aſcription of honour, and ſong of 
praiſe. Our text deſcribes one of theſe: 


en to enquire 3 $ 


3 In what ſenſe Sons RT folk God's 
Words, 1. e. the — of Chriſt the 
great Mediator, to whom all power 
in heaven and earth is committed, and 
© whom the winds and the fea. obey. | 
11. How in ſo doing! they N bun. 
And then, Ire! : hen 
ui. What uſe; we mould make i it. 
SE 
i "Gy winds fulfil God's. — of 
| command to duty. and ee * of : 
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threat- 


pe the Great Storm in 1703. 3 
threatning upon the rebellious; and of 
comfort to his own afflicted people. 
1. They fulfil his righteous and ſove- 
reign command to this or that particular 
ſervice. . As by the word of his power all 
things at firſt received; their exiſtence, ſo, 
amongſt the reſt, the meteors of the air, 
fire, hail and ſnow, the wandring incon- 
ſttant vapour and ſtormy wind, were at 
once ſpoke into being by him: They are 
the product of omnipotence; He com- 
manded, and they were created *; and ate 
entirely under his management: This 
breath of the Lord never returns to him 
void, but always accompliſhes that where- 
unto he ſends it. So that it exactly fulfils 
his word, as it every way. anſwers the end 
be dejigns by it, and performs the ſervice to 
which it was appointed, whether for cor- 
„„ 
Many and great are the purpoſes that it 
executes, beſides purifying the air, con- 
veying the clouds from place to place, by 
which it contributes to the fruitfulneſs of 
the earth, and the health of man, 6 £075 
It has often fulfilled the commanding 
word of God, as it has been inſtrumental 
(in the hand of his ſpirit) to bring men to a 
ſenſe of their duty, and repent of their 
guilt and ingratitulde. 9 
b ver. 5. comp. with Gen. i. 5,6,7, Job xxxvii. 5—14. 
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He often calls by the voice of his word, 
to which even his people often turn a deaf 
ear, and thereby, as it were, force him to 
the uſe of his rod: But, if when he has 
ſpoken once, yea twice, and man per- 
ceiveth it not, he who withdraweth not 
his eyes from che righteous, will proceed 
to other and ſeverer methods; binding 
them in fetters of iron, and hold ing them 
in the cords of affliction, till he ſhews' 
them their work and their tranſgreſſion, in 
vhich they have exceeded; by which means 
he at laſt opens their ear to diſcipline, and 
commands that they return from iniquity. 
Thus 7ob was brought to ſee and humbly 
_ confeſs his own vileneſs, by the Lord's 
ſpeaking to him out of a whirlwind . Fo- 
nub is a remarkable inſtance of this: He 
diſobeys the command of God, to go and 
preach repentance to Nineveb, and thereby 
makes ſad work for it himſelf: having fled 
from the preſence of the Lord, by going 
aboard a ſhip for Tarſhiſh, no doubt but 
he thought himſelf ſafe: However, provi- 
dence purſues and arreſts him in a dreadful 
ftorm, raiſed on purpoſe to awaken his 
conſcience, and correct his folly and diſ- 
obedience ®. | This contempt of heaven had 
like to have colt him his life, which Was 


21 


5 © Job xl. 3= ME YER i. . 


- 4 . ſaved 


=" the Great Storm in 1703. 5 
ſaved by one miracle, as it had been en- 
danger'd by another. What a fad caſe was 
this poor man in when his ſin thus found 


him out, when he felt the ſad conſequence 


of his guilt in the weight of his correcti- 
on; how great muſt the horror of his ſoul 
be, when (as he deſcribes it *) he was rea- 


. 


dy to give up all for loſt! 


Thus in that dreadful night, which we 
are now come to call to mind, how many 
poor wretches expected to go down quick 
into the pit, and feel the weight of divine 
vengeance? There is one, if not more, in 
this aſſembly this day, who was in ſuch a. 
caſe, till the Lord, by the ſoft, ſtilt voice 
of his comforting ſpirit, commanded a 
calm in his troubled breaſt, by thoſe words, 
he fill, and know that J am God, and fo 
 huſh'd his fears, and ſilenced the clamours 


of his guilty mind, by the ſweet diſcovery 


and aſſurance of everlaſting love. The 


example of Jonah, the ſtorm we comme- 


morate, and a thouſand other awful and 
amazing providences ſhould put us in mind, 


that tis dangerous to be out of God's way, 


or walk contrary to him. Who can ſtand 


before him when he is angry? As is his 


Chap. ii. 
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6 A Sermon 7 in Commennration 


The ſtormy ' wind alſo,fulfils the com- 
mand of God, as it is the means his Spirit 
ſometimes uſes for the exerciſe and in- 
creaſe of his people's graces; particularly 
their faith and Patience, humility and 


love. 


If by this, or any other ſur rizing pro- 


| vidence, you have been brought to ſee the 
vanity of the creature, your own inſuffici- 
ency to help your ſelves, humbly to ſub- 
mit at the foot of the ſaviour, and quiet- 
ly to reſign your ſelves to his diſpoſal : If 
at ſuch a time you were enabled to de- 
pend on him as a God all-ſufficient, and 


could, through the influences of his ſpirit,. 


chearfully commit your ſouls into his 
hands as unto a faithful Creator; or if 
the ſupport and deliverance he afforded 
has excited your grateful returns of love 
and obedience, tis evident that he has 
been humbling you under bis mighty hand, 


that your patience. has, in a good degree, 
bad its perfect work, and that the trial of 
your faith will be found to praiſe, In a 


word, that he has bleſſed his providences 
to your advancement in holineſs, and has 
thereby been working in you that which is 

well pleafing in bis fight. 7 
Thus the Lord exerciſed Peter when 
che ſtorm roſe while he was walking on 
the ſea, No ſooner does the forward dif- 


ciple 


of the Great Storm n 1703; 7 
ciple ſee the wind become boiſterous, but 
he is afraid, begins to ſink, and cries, 
Lord, ſave me * : By this means a diſco- 
very is made to him of the danger of ſelf- 
confidence and raſh preſumption, the 

weakneſs of his faith, and need of great- 
er help than his own. ' So in that other 
caſe of the diſciples awaking Chriſt, to 
_ acquaint him with their danger of being 
ſwallowed up, which, when they had by 
his kind interpoſition, efcaped, their re- 
flection was juſt ; He commandeth even the 
winds and the water, and they obey bim; 
may it not be carried a little farther than 
their immediate meaning? vi. he not on- 
ly commands them to riſe and blow, to 
ceaſe and be ſtill, but alſo inſtrumentally, 
to exeite our. wonder and love. So that 
It eminently accompliſhes his deſign, as 
it does, or ſhould, induce us to fee and own 
his greatneſs, to give him the glory due 
to his name, and the excellency of his 
perfections, as ſhining forth in all his 
works: Tis for this very end he com- 
mandeth and raiſeth the ſtormy wind, that 
men might be excited to praiſe bim for his 
goodneſs, and his wonderful works to the 
JJV 


Matt. xiv. 30. Luke viii, 22— 25. fal. 
evil, 2332. Ras ee e 
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. A winds alſo fulfil. God's A 


World, for 7 Lig on of his. 1 
holineſs, juſtice, - and truth, ſingles out no- 
torious ſinners, and makes them fearful ex- 
amples of his diſpleaſure. He viſits them 
with thunder and with earthquake, , , and 


great noiſe, With, form and tempeſt, and 


devouring fire" : So thoſe that dawb with. 
untempered morter, i. e. ſooth themſelves. 
or others in fin, with the hopes of ſafety, 
may expect to be rent by a flormy wind, 
or carried away by an overflowing ſhower v. 


Like thoſe who diſobey the word, of Chriſt, 


which they profeſs to believe; or build on 


any other foundation but him *. It is the 


7 determin 4 doom of the enemies of Chriſt's 8 


* Nahum i Ka ; 1 Iſa. xxix. 6, in Ezek. xii, 
11, 13. | n Matt, vii. 26, 27. | | 


church, 


ey tbe Great Storm in 1703. 9 
church, that the Lord will ed A blaſt up. 
en them; a dreadful ſound ſhall be in their 
ears, and the whirtwind of the fourth ſhall 


carry them away ?, Perhaps ſome, if not 


all of theſe paſſages will be ſaid to be me- 


taphorieal: However, they inconteſtibly 
prove, that whenever a people, or parti- 
cular ſinners, have filled up the meaſure 
of their daring iniquities, the cup of trem- 
bling ſhall be put into their hands, and 
appear to be ſo in dreadful calamities ==» 
Thus the Lord brought thoſe diſmal _ 
clouds that overwhelined the old world 
by the flood; and rained an horrible tem- 
peſt upon the cities of the plain, But the 
moſt remarkable example we have of 
this, is the drowning Pharaoh and all 
his hoſt in the Red Sea. In the midſt of 
his purſuit of the defenceleſs 1/razlites, 
with all the blood thirſty rage of a cruel 
tyrant, and fond preſumption of ſueceſs; 
the Lord diſappeints the hopes of that 
harden'd rebel, ini the midſt of his ca- 
reer, and makes him ts know, that where- 
in he dealt proudly, he was above him. 
 » Thou diaſt blow with thy wind, the ſea co- 
vered them : they ſank as lead in the mighty 
Waters. Who is like unto thee, O Lord, 
amongſt the gods? who is like thee, gloFlous 


AND 8 in 


10 A Sermon in Commemoration 
in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing won- 
ders? Though it was tertible to the ene- 


my, yet it gave 1/-ael occaſion to triumph, 
Hence, „ 


3. Stormy winds fulfil God's word, as 


they accompliſh his kind and gracious pro- 
miſe to ſupport, and deliver his diſtreſſed 
people. VVV | 
. - The promiſes are a ſure ground of a be- 
| lievers hope in the ſaddeſt hours and darkeſt. 


times. He knows that not one of theſe ſhall 


ever fail: Heaven and earth ſhall ſooner paſs 


away. Upon theſe therefore he can ſafety 
rely, as knowing he is faithful that has pro- 


miſed ; but then, he is often at a loſs to ac- 
count for. the way that infinite wiſdom 
and love takes for their accompliſhmenr. 
With the good old patriarch, he is often 
ready to cry out, all theſe things go againſt 
me; whilſt providence is over-ruling all 
for good. . 


Little did St. Paul, perhaps, think, that 
the tempeſtuous wind which drove all the 


mariners fo their wits end, was deſign'd to 


introduce a kind promiſe of ſtrength and 
deliverance: No doubt but it was terrible 


to him, as well as the Centurion and the 


reſt of the company, when neither ſun nor 


ſtars for many days appeared, and all hopes 
that they could be ſaved were taken away; 


till the Lord, by his angel, gave him a 
. | com- 


of the Great Storm in 1703. 11 
comfortable aſſurance, not only of his own, 
but the ſafety of the reſt . What a ſweet 


ſupport muſt this ſeaſonable promiſe be to 


him, when the ſhip was broke all to pieces, 


and he was the ſport of the tumultuous 


waves! Then to be aſſured, that how 
great ſoever the danger was, that not only 
himſelf, but all the ſhip's crew ſhould eſ- 


cape to ſhore, as they all did, ſome on 
boards, others on broken pieces of the 


ſhip, muſt be reviving and comfortable in- 


deed. Probably this was the time when 
be was a night and a day in the deep; 


during all which dark and diſmal ſcene, | 
the notice that God had before given him, 
that he muſt appear before Cz/ar, and 


bear witneſs alſo at Rome, together with 
this renewed aſſurance of ſafety, muſt 
ſtrengthen his hope and expectation of de- 


liverance, 


Sheen ata Aoad: io hls 


' gracious promiſe to eſtabliſh bis covenant 


with him; and therefore, in pity to him 


in the ark, and the creatures confin'd with 


him there, commanded à wind to paſs over 
the earth, to aſſwage the waters, in order 


to render it habitable again. 


y this alſo the Lord has often appear'd : 
to be a God, hearing and granting the re- 


2 Acts xxvii, 14—26. 2 Cor, xi. 23. © Gen. 


viii. 1, 13. | 
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queſts of his people: witneſs Elijab's pray- 


er for rain, and David's for deliverance 2 
Both of theſe were anfwered by a ſtorm. 


No ſooner did the one afk it, but lo, 
the. heaueus wers | black with clouds cg 


uind; and for the other, be rode 


upon 
cherub and did HY; ves, he did 0 upon the 


wings of the wind *,: | 


But the moſt: glorious inflance of this 


| kind on record, is the miraculous preſerva- 
tion of T/-ael at the Red Sea; which, as 


it has been the wonder and praiſe of the 
church in all ages of time, ſo the: hymn 
pen'd on the occaſion, is an eminent type of 


that, which will be-eternally. ſung by the 


heavenly choir; and is indeed partly the 
ſame; called therefore, The ſong of Moſes 


and the lamb. Here providence and grace 
ſeem'd to vie with each other, which 
ſhould be moſt diſplay'd in the great ſal- 
vation: Land, ſea, and air, concur with 
heaven in the kind deſign, and all unite 


in Iſrael's deliverance. 


Thus then che ſtormy wind fulfil God's 


: + He ſays to it, © Ariſe and blow for 


&« the humbling the proud, and puniſhing 


the obſtinate; for the quickening, com- 
* 9 and | faving my 1 9 5 D An d 


£ Jawes ». 15 75 | u x Kings xvili. 8 


* Pil. avi n. 6, 10. © Y Exod, xiv. 16, 21, 22. 


_ when 
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8 N and excellencies * his Aer 
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ds Ne aty 
fot glory. Thi 


ap 
is a full proof that as 
de does Bk to his wall in the armies 

Qf heaven, fo amongſt the inhabitants of 


the ind; that dreadful voice which, 


in obedience to him, ſhakes the earth, and 


makes even the pillars of it ro tremble. 
Hoy) conſpicuous alfo is his wiſdom ! 


| ow: unſearchabte are its counſels; and 


the depths of it unfathomable by mortals ! 


Tris generally agreed, that the 8 and 


5 courſes of this uſeſul, though variable me- 
teor, is unknown: The wind bloweth where 


i liſteth, and we hear: the found thereof, 
bub bannot tell from whence it cometh, nor 


_ whither it goetbe: All we know of it is, 


that it comes forth from the Lord of hoſts, 


Who is wonderful in counſel and excellent 
in working : The more we ſee of its ef- 


fedts, the More wonderful it will appear”. 


A — 


* Amos iv, 1 1 A I i wm. 8. v pf. cvii. 24, 25. 
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14 A Sermon in Commemoration 
Stormy winds alſo diſplay his uncontroul- 


able power; theyriſe and blow with an im- 


petuous, irreſiſtible fury when he gives the 
word of command; and when he chides 


them they huſh and are ſtill: peace re- 


turns, and all is calm; filence regains its 


ſoft and (peaceful) quiet ſceptre, and 
reigns with an univerſal ſway; by the 


ſame power that he brought in the ſouth 
wind ©, he ſtays his rough "wind, from 
ſweeping us away: Tis owing to his 


* ” 


might that the ſkies ſend this amazing 


ſound out of bit treaſuries, where he re- 


ſerves it againſt the day of battle; and in 
that day the power of it who can under- 


ſtand ? 4 PPS YH 


In a word, herein his infinite goodneſs 


and mercy often ſhines and triumphs to our 


comfort and his praiſe: Tis owing alone 


to this that we are continued in life, and 
have any of the comforts of it, who have 
forfeited all. His compaſſions fail not, his 
mercy endureth for ever; he changes not, 


and therefore we are not conſumed. They 


who have been preſerved in ſtormy wea- 


ther, have more particular reaſon to think 


ſo, ſeeing it had not a commiſſion to hurry 
them away to the judgment ſeat. Whoever 


are ſilent, they ſhould abundantly utter the 


© Plal, Ixxviii. 26. 


memory 
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memory of his goodneſs; and ſpeak of the 
his terrible acts. Which brings 


might o 
me to obſerve, 


2. That ſtormy winds praiſe God, as they 
excite and give us occaſion ſo to do. All his 
works praiſe him ; as a beautiful ſtructure 

_ praiſes the ſkilful architect; or as a well 

drawn picture ſpeaks the ſkill of the inge= 


nious artiſt : But his ſaints bleſs him, as 
the children of tender, prudent, pious pa- 
rents, riſe up and call them bleſſed: They 


collect the tribute of praiſe from all the 
inferior creatures below, and pay it in one 


ſum into the ſacred treaſury above: To 


this end are they choſen and redeemed by 
grace, that they might ſhew forth the 


praiſes, i. e. diſplay the excellencies of 


him who hath called them our of darkneſs 
into his marvellous light*, Whilſt the in- 


- animate creation is anſwering the great 


end of its being, canſt thou forget, oh 


my heaven-born ſoul! what thou waſt 
made for ? No; join all the faculties of 


my mortal body, and more noble powers of 
my immortal mind, in the general hymn 


ſung to the Creator. Whilſt univerſal na- 


ture is conſtantly paying its ſilent homage, 


and angels that excel in ſtrength, together 
with ſaints redeemed from wrath and ſin, 


— 


2 pfal. exly. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 


are 
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art inceſſantly afcribing glory, honour and 
bleſſiug to the enthroned lamb ; let not 
thy humble part be wanting in the melody 
made by this joyful choir. Is heaven and 
earth, and (0 proijing him; 6450 the Lord 
oli thy ſoul . : 1 
This brings me to recount ſome of thoſe 
| _ extraordinary inſtances of mercy the Lord 
1 eas pleas d to ſhew during that dreadful 


FF calamity; which, by the appointment of 
2 = Mr. Taylor, deceas'd, we now call to 
mind. 


In ſome former diſcourſes, atelation has. 
been given of the manner and time of its 
tiſe and continuance ; and in the laſt, an 
account of the datnage that was done by 
it, to which I refer 2. What I now propoſe. 
therefore is, to mention ſome remarkable 
preſervations, in which the great Gover- 
nor of the univerſe eminently fulfill'd his 
word of promiſe; 79 be a hiding place Fw 
the wind, and à covert from the tempeſt *. 
A tempeſt indeed it was that night ſo 
great, that ſcarce any thing could reſiſt its 
fury. Smaller buildings were, for the an 

py wholly driven away by it it, as chaff; 


4 * pfl. lr, hw ft 

= 86 Preach'd at Mylde- ſtreet, November 27. and pri inted for 
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and many of thoſe that were more ſtrong- 
iy built, receiv'd conſiderable damage. 
| Whilſt | many thouſands of poor ſouls 

were at once hurried off the ſtage of this 
world, to appear before the awful tribunal 
of the great Judge; the reſt were, for the 
moſt part, every moment fearing the dread- 
ful ſummons; many of whom were unex- 
oY N preſer ved by the interpoſition of 
7 whoſe word the ſtormy winds fulfil. 
To ſooner were ſome frighted out of 
: their beds, and others out of their houſes, 
by the noiſe of this horrible tempeſt, bur 
the roofs of the former fell in, or the lat- 
ter were wholly blown down, and demo- 
liſh'd, in which, if they had continued, they 2 
muſt have, in all probability, periſhed. 
Many indeed continued there ; and tho' 
they were buried in the rubbiſh of their 
roofs or walls, Sc. yet, by the miraculous 
order of providence, were preſerved from 
hurt; though ſome of them tumbled no 
leſs than two or three ſtorie. 
One particularly, was ſaved from being 
cruſh'd to pieces, whilſt thus falling, by 
juſt ſo much of the floor and cieling re- 
maining as ſery'd to cover the teſter of his 
bed. 
Another chat fell with two Hacks of 
| chimnies, from a conſiderable height, was 


Preſerved from hurt, by ſome joices that in 
D Aa 
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falling lay athwart each other; and after 


ſhe had been buried in the ruins near five 


hours, was, when dug out, found ſleeping, 


and altogether inſenſible of her danger: 
'The reſt of the family, twelve in number, 


eſcaped with their lives, by running into 4 
N 2 while the rubbiſn was falling from 
floor to floor; which took up about the 
ſpace of two minutes, and thereby gave 


them an opportunity to retreat, 
In one houſe the chimnies of that and 


che next were blown down, ſo as juſt to 
miſs the principal ſupport of that end of it, 


where no fewer than nine perſons lay; 


And in the fall, it pleaſed God to order it, 
that two great ſparrs, or beams, were 
pitch' d ſo as to ſupport the other end, which 
elſe muſt inevitably have tumbled too. 


But one of the moſt remarkable inſtan- 
ces of this kind, was that of a houſe in the 


Strand, in which were no leſs than four- 
teen perſons : Four of them fell with a 


great part of the houſe, Cc. three ſtories, 
and ſeveral two; and though: buried in 
the ruins, were taken out unhurt: of 
theſe, three were children; one that lay 


by it ſelf, in a little bed near its nurſe; 
another in a cradle, and the third was 
found hanging (as it were wrap'd up) in 


{ame curtains that hirch'd by the way; 
neither af whom receiv'd the leaſt damage, 


In 
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Ina country town, a large ſtable was at 
once remov'd off its foundation, and in- 
ſtantly carried quite a- croſs the high way, 
over the heads of five horſes and the man 
that was then feeding them, without hurt- 
ing any one of them, or touching the rack 


or manger; both which remained for a con- 


ſiderable time, to the admiration of Foveny 


| beholder. 
In another place, as a miniſter v was croſ- 


ſing a court near his houſe, a ſtone from 
the top of a chimny upwards of one hun- 


dred and forty pound weight, fell cloſe 


to his heels, and cut between his footſteps 
four inches deep into the ground. Soon 
after, upon drawing in his arm, which he 
had held out on ſome occaſion, another 
ſtone of near the ſame weight and ſize, 
bruſh'd by his elbow, and fell cloſe to his 
foot, which muſt neceflarily, in the eye of 
reaſon, have kill'd him, had 1 it fallen while 


it was extended. 
Another perſon, abeut this time, riding 


on the road, a forked tree fell, one part on 
his horſes neck, and the other on his back, 
cloſe behind bim; and 4 the beaſt 


180 the printed account of the form, 1703 in which 


5 are many more particulars. | 
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was bruiſed all to pieces, he eſcaped un- 


hurt *. . 


Theſe, and many more that 1 cvitd 
mention, had their lives given them for a 


prey in chat dreadful hurricane on land, 
wen there was but a ſtep between them 
and death, As to the deliverances at ſea, 

I may, perhaps, relate ſome of them, if 


heaven permits, in ſome future diſcourſe 


on this awful occaſion ; which when ever 
we call to mind, we may ſtand amaz'd and 


tay, 05 hat bas God wrought But, 


IIII. Let us now ſee what uſe we mould 


make of the ſubject before us. And, 


1. Do ſtormy winds praiſe God: Oh 


the horrid ſtupidity and ingratitude of 
l men, who receive their all from him, and 


yet make no returns of acknowledgment 


or praiſe! Every favourable providence 
uch receive, will be hereafter an aggrava- 


tion of their miſery. Even the winds of 


the air, and the ſtones of the wall, will 
bear witneſs of their folly and impiety : 


And if they are not ſwept away by the be- 
ſom of deſtruction in this world, what a 


* Whether this preſervation was in the great ſtorm, 1 am 
not certain ; becauſe the account of my fricnd who ſent the 


relation, is ſilent as to that particular: Though as to the fact 
his authority is unqueſtionable. 
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dteadful ſtorm will overtake them in tze 
next; ſuch is the ſad inſenſibility of I 
ſome ; ſuch their horrid contempt of di- 


vine judgments, that they regard not te 
work of the Lord, nor conſider the ope- ( 
rations of his hands: Even when his band | 
is lifted up they will not ſee ; but are ready 1 
to ſay, Who is the Almighty, that we = 


ſhould obey his voice? But they ſhall ſee 
and feel his power too, to their eternal 
coſt, when he hurries them away in a fiery. 
whirkwind, both Irving and in his wrath®, 
2. Do ſtormy winds fulfil God's word; 
how much more ſhould weed 
Tremble finners at his judgments threat- 
ned therein: How loud a call is this pro- 
vidence to unfeigned humility and deep re- 
pentance for our crying fins, whereby we 
_ deſerve and provoke his reſentment, and 
none more, than the impious flights put 
upon his word. Oh may his ſpirit be 
poured out from on high, to incline us to ... 
return to him with all our hearts, and pre- 1 i 
fare us to meet him, when he is riſing out 
of his place : Whilſt the cup of trembling [4 
1s put into other nations hands, and his 4 
judgments are in the earth, it will be our [ 
mercy to hear and fear, and be enabled by 
bis grace, to learn and practiſe righteouſ- 
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ſaming. fire? The authority it comes with 
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neſs,! If Elijab was brought to attend ta 


the ſoft, | ſti 1 f voice of his word, by the 
loudet noiſe of a rattling whirlwind, why 


ſhould pat we?? If the giving forth of 
the law was attended with ſuch blackneſs, 
and tempeſt as made the beholders exceed- 
What muſt the. 


rely aur God is a con- 


demands our reverence.; and ſuch ſweet- 


| neſs things in it as deſerves, our love; Let 
us therefore, in the ſtrength: of, Chriſt, la- 
bour to obey and comply with its precepts, 


* | WE 


which are indeed holy, ju/? aud good, cal-: 
culated every way to pr bhappi- 


neſs. The word of God is a ſure d per- 


fect rule; and as many as, through the in- 


fluences of the fpirit, promiſed therein, 
walk according to it, may humbly hope 


# ö 


for mercy and. peace. Now the great 
command of it is co fly to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whoa alone there is ſecurity 
and reſt: Tis he that ſtays the murmur- 
ing thunder of divine vengeance, and pre- 
vents the clouds, big with terror and de- 
ſtlruction, from burſting on qur guilty 


heads: There is ud ſalvation in any other * ; 


he only can deliver from the wrath to come. 
Out of him therefore you are for ever un- 


© 1 Kings xix. 11 12, 13. „ Heb, xi. 18—21, 29. 


done. 
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of the Great Storm in 1703; 23 
done. If any are by his convincing ſpirit 


made ſenſible of this, and are with one 
we read of, when in a ſtorm, crying out, 


What ſhall J do to be ſaved ©? Such may 


look unto Jeſus, depend on his merit, 


plead his righteouſneſs, and beg that he 


would write his law in their hearts, and 
put his fear into their inward parts. He 
graciouſly aſſures ſuch comers unto 
him, that he will in no wiſe caſt out. 
| Having ſo done you may ſafely depend 
upon it; ſeeing he is faithful that has pro- 
mis' d: 2 


And rejoice in it as your charter for hea- 


ven, ſeeing not one good word of all that 
he has ſpoken, ſhall ever go unfulfilled : 
He will guide you by his counſel, and 

"afterwards receive you to his glory, _ 


Now unto the Father, the Son, and the 


eternal Spirit, the one only living and 
true God, be dominion and praiſe for 
ever. Amen. an 
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